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The First Applicant Auction is now scheduled to start on 29 April. This will give applicants time to react 

to ICANN’s announcement of the contention sets on Friday, 1 March, and participate fully in the 

upcoming ICANN 46, 7-11 April, in Beijing, China. Cramton Associates will be at ICANN 46 and conduct 

three workshops, describing its private auction approach, answering questions, and allowing applicants 

to participate in a mock auction with the final auction system. The workshops are as follows: 

Sunday, 7 April, 1pm-5pm: Applicant Auction Workshop #1 

Wednesday, 10 April, 8:30am-12:30pm: Applicant Auction Workshop #2 

Wednesday, 10 April, 1-5pm: Applicant Auction Workshop #3 

The critical dates for the First Applicant Auction are below: 

Wednesday, 17 April, before midnight Eastern Time: Commitment date for first auction  

This is the last opportunity to commit to participating in the auction. Each applicant indicates the 

domains that it would like to see auctioned in the first auction. 

Thursday, 18 April: Announcement of Domains in First Applicant Auction 

The domains with unanimous participation are announced. These are the domains to be auctioned. 

Wednesday, 24 April: Deposits due 

Bidders must have a 20% deposit on hand throughout the auction. The deposit is with respect to the 

bidder’s net exposure. Thus, to place a bid of $1 million on a domain, the bidder would need a deposit of 

at least $200,000. Deposits are held in an escrow account. Bidders may top-up the deposit by wire 

during the auction, but the increased deposit will not be reflected in the auction system until the 

following day. 

Friday, 26 April: Mock auction 

The mock auction gives bidders a final opportunity to use the auction system before the actual auction. 

Monday-Friday, 29 April to 3 May (indicative): First Applicant Auction 

The first auction is expected to last about five days. It may be longer or shorter. 

Friday, 10 May (indicative): Final payments due 

Final settlement payments must be wired to the escrow account on or before 10 May. 



Monday, 13 May (indicative): Final settlement 

The Neutral (escrow agent) performs the final settlement consistent with the auction outcome. 


